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ABB.
ABBA. A Syriacword, signifying Father., and expressive of attachment and confidence. St. Paul says, Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry ABBA, FATHER. (Rom.vrii. 15.)
ABBEY. A society of persons of either sex, associated for religious purposes, under the authority of an Abbot or Abbess. Abbeys in their first institution, and in many of their subsequent uses, are among the most remarkable instances of Christian munificence, devotion, and beneficial adaptation of the talents of Christians given to pious and charitable ends : but in the more corrupt ages, the evils which grew out of these societies, seem almost to have counterbalanced the good. Being often exempted from the authority of the Bishop, they became hot-beds of ecclesiastical insubordination; and were little else but parties of sectaries within the Church. The temptations arising out of a state of celibacy, too often in the first instance enforced by improper means, and always bound upon the members of their societies by a religious vow, were the occasion of great scandal. And the enormous wealth with which some of them were endowed, brought with it a greater degree of pride, and ostentation, and luxury, than was becoming in Christians, and still more in those who had vowed a life of religion and asceticism. In England, the wealth of the abbeys excited the cupidity of Henry VIII., and they were destroyed, their revenues being seized by the crown. Whatever were the errors of the race of men then inhabiting them, this destruction of the abbeys was plain sacrilege, and can on no ground be justified. They were the property of the Church; and if, while the Church cast off divers errors B